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Durham Irrigation District 
Board of Directors  

Approved Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
April 20, 2021 - 5:30PM 

 
 

Board of Directors: District Staff: 
Matt Doyle, Chair - in attendance/remote Kamie Loeser, General Manager - in attendance/remote 
Raymond Cooper - in attendance/remote Jeff Carter, District Counsel - in attendance/remote 
Kevin Phillips - joined remote at 6:45PM Mike Butler, Water Operator - in attendance/remote 
   

 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

1.1. Roll Call/Establishment of Quorum. The meeting was called to order at 5:38PM by Chair Doyle. 
Roll Call was taken as noted “in attendance” above. Attendees participated via Zoom; with the 
exception of those noted as “in office” above. Director Phillips joined the meeting at 6:45PM. 

1.2. Introduction of Guests/Members of the Public. No guests were in attendance. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT  

None. 

3. PRESENTATIONS (All Items Informational/Possible Action) 

None. 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA  

4.1. Minutes for the Regular Meeting held on February 16, 2021 

4.2. Minutes for the Regular Meeting held on March 16, 2021 

4.3. Monthly Financial Report for March 2021, including the Balance Sheet, Profit & Loss Statement, 
and the General Ledger.   

4.4. Payment of monthly bills and approval of the warrant sheet from March 17, 2021 through April 
15, 2021.  

Action Requested: That the Board of Directors approve the Consent Agenda. 
Discussion: No specific discussion.   
Public Comment: No public comment.   
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Action Taken:  On a motion made by Director Cooper, seconded by Chair Doyle, the Board of Directors 
approved the Consent Agenda.    
The vote was as follows: Ayes carried.   
Roll call vote:   
Ayes: Cooper, Doyle   
Noes:    
Abstained:    
Absent: Phillips (Director Phillips joined the meeting at 6:45PM)   

 
5. REGULAR AGENDA 

5.1. No Items were removed from Consent Agenda. 

6. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION BUSINESS (All Items Informational/Possible Action) 

6.1. Correspondence: (All Items Informational/Possible Action) 

a. CSDA, Chris Norden, April 1, 2021, email encouraging the District to 1) add the District to 
the COVID-19 Relief Funding Letter, requesting the Legislature to extend access to COVID-
19 fiscal relief for special districts and 2) provide a letter in support of Assembly Bill 361, 
which would allow public agencies to continue to meet remotely, as they do now. 

Possible Action: That the Board of Directors provide a letter of support. 
Discussion: The Board discussed the pros and cons of meeting remotely as they do now.   
Public Comment: No public comment.   
Action Taken:  On a motion made by Director Cooper, seconded by Chair Doyle, the Board of 
Directors directed staff to write a letter in support of Assembly Bill 361.    
The vote was as follows: Ayes carried.   
Roll call vote:   
Ayes: Cooper, Doyle   
Noes:    
Abstained:    
Absent: Phillips (Director Phillips joined the meeting at 6:45PM)  

 
b. Butte County AQMD, April 1, 2021: The District has been issued 2 Permits to Operate the 

2 generators at associated well sites. 

Informational Purposes: No action taken.  
Board Discussion: No specific discussion.     
Public Comment: No public comment.  
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c. SDRMA, March 25, 2021, letter notifying the District of the 2021-22 estimated annual 
contribution for liability insurance. The SDRMA Property/Liability Program offers three 
liability limit options; $2.5M, $5M, or $10M. Lowering liability limits could help lower 
your agency’s annual contribution amount. Before considering lower liability limits, 
please verify that your agency is not bound by any contract or agreement to carry a 
specific level of liability limits. Please consult legal counsel and your governing body 
prior to changing the coverage limit. Liability limits cannot be changed after renewal 
on July 1. If the District would like to elect an alternative liability limit for 2021-22, the 
deadline to select is May 15, 2021. 

Informational Purposes: Review of SDRMA letter. 
Discussion: The Board discussed the existing liability insurance amount of $2.5 million. Director 
Cooper also noted that he had received an email notification of possible technology grant 
opportunities for computer equipment for Districts with an operating budget under $1 
million.   
Public Comment: No public comment.   
Direction Given:  The Board Directed staff to check the premium amounts for $5 and $10 
million in liability coverage and investigate technology grant opportunities.    

 
6.2. Backflow Testing and Installation Requirements Policy.  

Action Requested: Review, comment, and/or approve the draft Backflow Testing and Installation 
Requirements Policy.  
Discussion: The Board discussed the draft policy noting that current regulations state that backflow 
devices are required for buildings that contain sprinkler systems. The Board concurred that this applies 
to new/proposed single family residential that have sprinkler systems.  
Public Comment: No public comment.   
Direction Given:  The Board directed staff to put out a notice to customers/landowners that currently 
have backflow devices that the Board will be adopting a backflow policy that may also result in a fee, if 
the District conducts the backflow test. The Board directed staff to put the notice on the back of the 
water bills and include the draft policy on the website. 

6.3. Operations and Maintenance (O&M) Services Agreement, Sierra Water Utility/Mike Butler.  

Action Requested: Review and approve the Operations and Maintenance Services Agreement with Sierra 
Water Utility. The terms of the agreement would commence on April 1, 2021 and terminate on April 30, 
2022, unless extended by mutual agreement, at a rate of $2640 per month for O&M and $500 for meter 
reading.  
Discussion: The Board discussed the terms of the proposed contract.   
Public Comment: No public comment.   
Action Taken:  On a motion made by Director Cooper, seconded by Chair Doyle, the Board of Directors 
approved the Operations and Maintenance (O&M) Services Agreement, Sierra Water Utility/Mike 
Butler.    
The vote was as follows: Ayes carried.   
Roll call vote:   



 

Durham Irrigation District Board of Directors Meeting MINUTES 
April 20, 2021 - 5:30 p.m. 

 Page 4 

 9418-C Midway/PO Box 98 
Durham, CA 95938 

(530) 343-1594 
www.didwater.org  

Ayes: Cooper, Doyle   
Noes:    
Abstained:    
Absent: Phillips (Director Phillips joined the meeting at 6:45PM)  

 
6.4. On-Call General Management Services, West Yost/Kamie Loeser.  

No Action Taken:  The Draft On-Call General Manager Services Contract was not part of the Agenda 
Packet or available for discussion. The Item was continued and will be discussed at a future meeting.  
 
6.5. Office Equipment Needs.  

Action Requested: That the Board of Directors authorize the General Manager to purchase updated 
computer equipment and dual monitors for front office/administrative use.   
Discussion: Staff discussed the need for updated computer equipment for administrative staff as well as 
Board meetings, i.e., webcams. 
Public Comment: No public comment.   
Direction Given:  As per the discussion under Item 6.1.c, direction was given to review technology grant 
opportunities for the District and compile quotes for the Board to review. 
 

7. WATER OPERATIONS BUSINESS (All Items Informational/Possible Action) 

7.1. Ongoing Business 

a. Daily Log for March 2021 (Operator Mike Butler) 

Discussion: Operator Butler provided an overview of the items on the Daily Log, specifically 
discussing that the Trites backflow testing indicated that 3 devices are recommended for 
replacement.  
Public Comment: No public comment. 
Direction Given: The Board confirmed that the customer/landowner is responsible for the cost 
of repair/replacement of backflow devices. The Board directed staff to send them a letter with 
a copy of the testing report requesting that the customer/landowner have the backflow device 
repaired/replaced within 90 days; after 90 days the District would have a qualified professional 
repair/replace the device at the customer/landowner’s expense. 

 
b. Update: Cal-Fire hydrant flow testing and maintenance, coordination begins April 1, 2021.  

Discussion: Cal-Fire has not contacted Operator Butler about hydrant flow testing. Staff will 
follow up with Cal-Fire. 

 
8. ATTORNEY REPORT (All Items Informational/Possible Action) 

8.1 Attorney’s Update (Legal Counsel Carter) 

Discussion: Legal counsel summarized and discussed an inquiry from Mr. Dick Jones, a project 
proponent from the Durham Valley Subdivision (developed in the 1980s), pertaining to an 
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agreement with the District and the possibility of receiving a percentage of the connection fees 
associated with a well that was installed and deeded to the District. Legal counsel indicated 
that there was no such agreement. 
 

9. MANAGER REPORT (All Items Informational/Possible Action) 

9.1 Manager’s Report/Updates (Manager Loeser) 

a. Summary of CSDA Meeting with Senator Nielsen regarding Special Districts COVID-19 
Relief Funding, April 12, 2021. 

Discussion: Manager Loeser provided a summary of the meeting facilitated by CSDA.  

b. Undeposited Board of Directors Stipend Checks.  

Discussion: Manager Loeser discussed Director Phillips’ undeposited checks for the last 
year. (Note: at 6:45PM Director Phillips had joined the meeting and was available to 
participate in the discussion). Director Phillips indicated that he would cash the checks or 
if determined to be stale, would coordinate with staff for reimbursement. 

c. Alley clean-up and maintenance cost estimates. 

Discussion: Manager Loeser discussed obtaining quotes from other landscaping vendors. 
East Meets West Landscaping was mentioned as a potential local option. Operator Butler 
discussed the need for gravel in some alley locations for potholes.  
Direction Given: The Board directed staff to make a formal request to the Butte County 
Department of Public Works to fill the potholes and to include pictures and the locations 
of areas that need maintenance. The Board also noted that as part of the letter to 
indicate that the District has been maintaining vegetation within these locations. 

10. VINA GSA  

10.1 Vina GSA Report (District Manager Loeser, Legal Counsel Carter) 

a. Vina GSA Board Meeting, April 14, 2021, 5:30PM; next Board Meeting, May 12, 2021. 
 

b. Stakeholder Advisory Committee Meeting, April 20, 2021, 9:00AM-12:00PM 
 

Discussion: Manager Loeser provided a brief overview of the content of the presentation at the 
Vina GSA Board and SHAC meetings.  

 
11. DIRECTORS’ COMMENTS: Opportunity for Board comments on items not listed on the agenda.  

Director Doyle complemented staff performance and thanked Director Cooper for coordination with Operator 
Butler regarding the scope of work for the Operations and Maintenance Contract. Director Cooper 
acknowledged the value and proactive service that Operator Mike brings to the District. 
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12. CLOSED SESSION  
 

The Board adjourned to Closed Session. 
 
12.1 Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(d)(4), Conference with Legal Counsel - Initiation 

of litigation: Facts and circumstances that might result in litigation but which the District 
believes are not yet known to a potential plaintiff or plaintiffs, which facts and circumstances 
need not be disclosed. The Board of Directors is deciding whether to initiate litigation. One case. 

 
12.2 Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9(b)(3)(B), Conference with Legal Counsel - 

Initiation of litigation: Facts and circumstances that might result in litigation against the District 
and are known to a potential plaintiff:  Office of State Social Security Administrator-CalPERS – 
Potential Compliance Issues. 

 
OPEN SESSION   
At 7:16PM the Board returned to Open Session and summarized the Closed Session as follows:    
No Action was taken; direction was given.   

 
13. ADJOURNMENT  

 


